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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are * 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the- 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sugishima 
(U.S. patent 5,768,516) in view of Gotoh et al (Pub. No.: US 20020057455) 

Regarding claim 1, 5 and 11 Sugishima discloses: A print job handling system (note Fig. 1) said 
system comprising: a network adapted to interconnect at least one computer (Fig. 1 items 10, 12 
and 14) and peripheral devices (note Fig.l, items 11,13 and 15) a plurality of network printers 
coupled to said network (note Fig. 1 1 items 11,13 and 1 5) and adapted to execute print jobs and 
at least one printer control panel coupled to at least one of said network printers (note Fig.4, 
where the resource management information is described) and wherein said control panel 
comprises an input mechanism adapted to allow a network user to, via said control panel and 
upon an indication that a print job cannot be executed or executed satisfactory to the user (note 
Fig. 5, step s6) re-route a print job from the control panel's associated printer to an alternate 
network printer (note Fig.5, steps slO, column 8, lines 37-65). However Sugishima dose not 
clearly disclose: wherein said control panel comprises a control panel display adapted to display 
information about currently pending print jobs that have been sent to the control panel's 
associated network printer; along with an indication of the ability of the control panel's 
associated network printer to execute pending print jobs On the other hand Gotoh et al disclose: 
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wherein said control panel comprises a control panel display adapted to display information 
about currently pending print jobs that have been sent to the control panel's associated network 
printer (note Fig. 12, where the network printers are displayed on the left sides of the display and 
the job information and status are set on the upper right side and the completed jobs are 
displayed on the right lower side, note page 5, paragraph 0087) along with an indication of the 
ability of the control panel's associated network printer to execute pending print jobs (note again 
Figs. 12&14 where the display is shown the ability and capability of the printer and the time 
needed for each printer or print the specific print job, page, 5, paragraph 0087-0089, and page 7, 
paragraphs 01 14-124 and 0128-130). Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in art at the time of the invention to modify Sugishima's invention according to the 
teaching of Gotoh et al, Where Gotoh et al in the same field of endeavor teach the way capability 
of the printers and the status of each network printer is displayed on the display unit, which 
would making the selection for the user more easier and would enhance the system usage. 
Regarding claim 2 Sugishima discloses: The system of claim 1, wherein said alternate network 
printer supports the capabilities needed to execute the re-routed print job (note Fig. 5, step s3-s5, 
column 7, line 47 through column 8, line 10 and column 8, line 65 through column 9 line 14). 
Regarding claim 3 Sugishima discloses: The system of claim 1, wherein said alternate network 
printer is the closest geographically of network printers that support the capabilities needed to 
execute the re-routed print job (note column 10, line 59 through column 11, line 7). 
Regarding claim 4 Gotoh et al disclose: The system of claim 1, wherein an indication that a 
print job cannot be executed satisfactory to the network user comprises a time delay (note page 
1, paragraph 0008). 
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Regarding claim 6 Sugishima discloses: The system of claim 1, wherein said control panel is 
adapted to allow a network user to cause a print job re-route to an alternate network printer from 
a list of network printers displayed by said control panel display (note Fig. 5, step s3-s5, column 
7, line 47 through column 8, line 10 and column 8, line 65 through column 9 line 14). 
Regarding claim 7 Sugishima discloses: The system of claim 1, wherein said control panel is 
adapted to allow a network user to cause a print job re-route from a plurality of pending print 
jobs displayed by said control panel display (note column 10, line 59 through column 1 1, line 7). 
Regarding claim 8 Sugishima discloses:: The system of claim 1, wherein said control panel 
display is adapted to display the location of the alternate network printer chosen for executing a 
re-routed print job (note column 10, line 59 through column 11, line 7). 
Regarding claim 9 Sugishima discloses: The system of claim 1, wherein said control panel 
display is adapted to display differences in the capabilities of printer associated with said control 
panel and other network printers to be considered for re-routing a print job (note column 3, line 
66 through column 4, line 37). 

Regarding claim 10 Gotoh et al disclose: The system of claim 1, wherein said control panel is 
adapted to allow a network user to cancel a print job (note page 3, paragraph 0046). 
Regarding claim 12 Sugishima discloses: The method of claim 11, wherein said alternate 
network printer supports the capabilities needed to execute the re-routed print job (note column 
3, line 66 through column 4, line 37). 

Regarding claim 13 Sugishima discloses: The method of claim 11, wherein said alternate 
network printer is the closest geographically of network printers that support the capabilities 
needed to execute the re-routed print job (note column 10, line 59 through column 11, line 7). 



Application/Control Number: 10/635,673 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2625 

Regarding claim 14 Gotoh et al disclose: The method of claim 11, wherein an indication that a 
print job cannot be executed satisfactory to the network user comprises a time delay (note page 
1, paragraph 0008). 

Regarding claim 15 Sugishima discloses: The method of claim 11, further comprising: upon 
input via said control panel by the network user, automatically re-routing a print job to a network 
printer determined to be appropriate (note column 3 line 66 through column 4, line 15). 
Regarding claim 16 Sugishima discloses: The method of claim 11, further comprising; upon 
input via said control panel by the network user, re-routing a print job to an alternate network 
printer from a list of network printers displayed by said control panel (note Fig. 5, step s3-s5, 
column 7, line 47 through column 8, line 10 and column 8, line 65 through column 9 line 14). 
Regarding claim 17 Gotoh et al disclose: The method of claim 11, further comprising: upon 
input via said control panel by the network user, re-routing a print job to an alternate network 
printer from a plurality of pending print jobs displayed by said control panel (note Fig. 12, where 
the network printers are displayed on the left sides of the display and the job information and 
status are set on the upper right side and the completed jobs are displayed on the right lower side, 
note page 5, paragraph 0087). 

Regarding claim 18 Gotoh et al disclose: The method of claim 11, further comprising: via said 
control panel, displaying the location of the alternate network printer chosen for executing a re- 
routed print job (note page 7, paragraph 0128-0131). 

Regarding claim 19 Gotoh et al disclose: The method of claim 11, further comprising: via said 
control panel, displaying differences in the capabilities of printer associated with said control 
panel and other network printers to be considered for re-routing a print job (note Fig.6, also note 
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Fig. 12, page 5, paragraph 0087). 

Regarding claim 20 Gotoh et al disclose: The method of claim 11, further comprising: upon 
input via said control panel by the network user, canceling a print job (note page 3, paragraph 
0046). 

Contact Information 

> Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 

should be directed to Saeid Ebrahimi-Dehkordy whose telephone number is (571) 272-7462 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Kimberly Williams, can be reached at (571) 272-7471. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
Or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300, (for formal communications; please mark 
"EXPEDITED PROCEDURE") 

Or: 

(703) 306-5406 (for informal or draft communications, please label 

"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 
Hand delivered responses should be brought to Knox building on 501 Dulany Street, 
Alexandria, VA. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be directed to 
the Group Receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4750. 
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